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Wildfire Hazards

This fact sheet
describes wildfire
hazards in the
Wellington Region
and advice on
what you can do
to be prepared.

What is a
wildfire?

A wildfire is an
unplanned fire that
starts in an open space
like a gorse-covered
hillside or forest.

Fuel such as dead or
dry vegetation may
catch fire naturally
(e.g. by lightning)

or, more commonly,
by the activities of
people. The spread

of a wildfire depends
on available fuel

and oxygen, the
weather conditions

at the time (including
temperature, humidity,
wind speed and
direction) and the slope
of the ground.
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Wildfire hazard in the Wellington Region.

Where do wildfires occur in the Wellington

Region?

Living in a house surrounded by bush can be peaceful and beautiful, but it can also be risky. Wildfires
periodically burn large areas of gorse or scrub-covered hillsides in the Wellington Region, often close to
areas where people live. As the suburbs expand into the hills, more people and property may be at risk
from wildfires. The risk is higher if the safety zone around houses and properties is small. A safety zone
is any area that will not carry fire, such as firebreaks, concrete paths or roads.

About 20% (165,500 ha) of land in the Wellington Region is at high to extreme risk from wildfires. The
southern and western edges of Wellington City, Ngaio and Ngauranga gorges, the eastern hills of the
Hutt Valley, hills near Eastbourne and Wainuiomata and some areas along the Wairarapa coast are all at
risk. The map above shows the relative levels of wildfire hazard in the region.



What should you do?

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
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For more information
contact the Principal Rural
Fire Officer at your local
council.




