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Report to Passenger Transport Committee

By Dr Dave Watson, Divisional Manager Transport

The Relationship between the Committee and the Regional Land Transport Strategy

1.
Purpose

To inform the Committee of their obligations with respect to the Regional Land Transport Strategy.  To ask the Committee if it will respond to the draft Regional Land Transport Strategy.

2.
Background

The Transit New Zealand Amendment Act 1995 states:

“42F(7) A regional programme shall not be inconsistent with any national land transport strategy, or any relevant regional land transport strategy, that is for the time being in force at the time of the preparation of the programme.

(8) A regional programme shall implement any regional land transport strategy having effect in respect of that region, unless the implementation of that strategy is clearly impractical.”

The regional programme referred to is defined as follows:

“A regional programme may include bids for one or more of the following:

(a) Outputs referred to in section 3D of this Act;

(b) Outputs relating to administration;

(c) Outputs relating to any aspects of safety (administration) ….” (section 42F(5))

The regional programme is in effect that part of our annual budget which qualifies for Transfund New Zealand funding support.  This being nearly all of it means that the Division’s annual expenditure has to be consistent with the Regional Land Transport Strategy.

If the current road reform proposals proceed the only organisation bound by the Regional Land Transport Strategy will be the Regional Council.

The Land Transport Amendment Act 1995 made the Regional Passenger Transport Plan part of the Regional Land Transport Strategy.  Section 29F(2) of that act states:

“Every regional land transport strategy prepared under this section should – 

(e) Include any regional passenger transport plan (within the meaning of section 47 of the Transport Services Licensing Act 1989) ….”

The Regional Passenger Transport Plan includes detailed policies regarding the provision of passenger transport services and a schedule of specified services that the Council intends to see provided.

The Regional Land Transport Strategy is therefore the guiding policy document for the activities of this Committee.  The Committee cannot act in a manner that is inconsistent with the strategy.

3.
Comment

I suspect that the status of the strategy and its relationship to the Passenger Transport Committee’s responsibilities is not of any particular surprise to committee members.  Of course, this relationship does not mean that the Committee has nothing to do or decide, the strategy does not detail every aspect of passenger transport, but it is important that when making decisions the Committee takes on board the policy directions of the strategy.

The current strategy does not identify specific projects, the proposed new strategy does.  Once the new strategy is in place, the Committee will be required to progress these specific projects.  It is therefore important that the Committee comes to a full understanding of the implications, particularly the financial implications, of these projects.  This understanding may trigger the need for the Committee to make a submission on the strategy.  The 10 June 1999 meeting of the Committee would be an appropriate opportunity to consider a formal submission.

4.
Recommendation


That the Committee consider the implications of the “Draft Regional Land Transport Strategy 1999-2004” at its 10 June 1999 meeting and if appropriate, make a submission on it.
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