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Waikanae and Otaki Rivers Environmental Strategies

1.
Purpose
To present to the Landcare Committee, Environmental Strategies for the Waikanae and Otaki Rivers and to request support for implementing the recommended actions.

2.
The Environmental Strategies

The Flood Protection Group is responsible for mitigating the effects of flooding on the Waikanae and Otaki communities.  The Waikanae and Otaki Floodplain Management Plans, completed in 1997 and 1998 respectively, are integral to meeting the Group’s responsibilities.  

The draft Environmental Strategies (Attachments 1 and 2) were initiated by the Flood Protection Group to address the Floodplain Management Plans’ environmental objectives.  The Strategies provide a coherent framework within which environmental protection and enhancement can be undertaken as part of flood mitigation works.

Fundamental to the Strategies are the recommended actions for enhancing the Waikanae and Otaki River environments.  These actions will be integrated into flood protection works to avoid or offset any adverse effects of those works.

To ensure the most successful environmental outcomes, the Strategies integrate the environmental actions of the Flood Protection Group with those of other organisations - principally Kapiti Coast District Council (KCDC).  This ensures that any initiatives the Flood Protection Group undertakes are consistent with those of other organisations.

3.
Policy Context
Attachment 3 shows how the Environmental Strategies fit within national and regional policy.  Of particular note, is how the Strategies fit within the Regional Policy Statement (RPS) and the Draft NZ Biodiversity Strategy.

3.1
Regional Policy Statement

The RPS strongly supports properly planned and managed protection and restoration of regionally important ecosystems and habitats, and providing access.

Chapter 9 (Ecosystems) contains a number of objectives and policies aimed at improving the quality of ecosystems in the Region.  Method 11 states that “the Council will... restore and enhance high priority degraded ecosystems, where practicable, and where it is within Council’s powers to do so.”  

Chapter 5 (Freshwater) has several objectives and policies relating to public access to water bodies.  Method 53 states that the Council will…”investigate and identify water bodies or parts thereof which are of regional significance in terms of public access, and encourage the provision of access where appropriate.”

3.2
Draft New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy

The preferred goal of the recently launched draft New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy is to “maintain and restore a comprehensive and representative range of remaining natural habitats and ecosystems to a healthy functioning state, and sustain those features which support indigenous biodiversity in a range of more modified ecosystems”.  The draft Biodiversity Strategy identifies lowland rivers as one of the most threatened ecosystems in New Zealand.  The preparation of Environmental Strategies for the Waikanae and Otaki Rivers is entirely consistent with this goal.

4.
Status of the Environmental Strategies
The Strategies do not affect or create Council policy and therefore are not intended as policy documents.  Instead, they are guidelines to help implement Council policy contained in the Floodplain Management Plans and the Regional Policy Statement.  

The Strategies specifically state that the recommendations place no additional obligations upon the Council.  Rather, the recommendations are actions which the Council can chose to adopt if and when funding is available. 

KCDC has been actively involved in the preparation of the Strategies, assisting with consultation, drafting of the documents and with funding.  To that end the documents should be seen as a joint strategy for the two Councils.  KCDC officers are presenting the Strategies to the April meeting of their Planning and Environment Committee.

KCDC officers then intend to present the Strategies to the Waikanae and Otaki Community Boards for consideration, prior to seeking approval from full Council.

5.
Budget and Programme
Implementation of the Strategies will be done through the current Flood Protection Group maintenance and capital works programmes.  The costs of enhancement works will be addressed as part of each individual work package.

Work on implementation of the Strategies will begin immediately, though it may take years before the effects are observed on a wider scale.

6.
Recommendations
That the Landcare Committee:

(1)
Receive this report and note its contents.

(2)
Adopt the Waikanae and Otaki River Environmental Strategies as guidelines for environmental enhancement work to be undertaken by the Wellington Regional Council as part of its Flood Protection activities.

(3)
That any request for substantive changes that arise out of Kapiti Coast District Council consideration of the strategy be reported back to this Committee for approval.

Report prepared by:
Approved for submission:

ALISON NEWELL
BRENDAN PAUL

Resource Planner
Manager, Flood Protection (Strategy and Assets)

GRAEME CAMPBELL
ANDREW ANNAKIN

Project Manager
Divisional Manager, Landcare

Attachment 1 : Waikanae Environmental Strategy – Final Draft

Attachment 2 : Otaki Environmental Strategy – Final Draft

Attachment 3 : Environmental Strategies – How they fit in the National and Regional Policy Context

Environmental Strategies 

How they fit in the National and Regional Policy Context




































































National





Biodiversity Strategy





Other Government strategies, e.g. Environment 2010





Treaty of Waitangi








Environmental Legislation:


Environment Act


Conservation Act


RMA


Biosecurity Act





National Policy:


National Policy Statements


National Pest Management Strategies





Government strategic results areas





Agency plans and programmes





Regional





Regional Policy:


Regional Policy Statement


Regional Plans


Regional Pest Management Strategies





Iwi Management Plans





NGO and Community Plans





Floodplain Management Plans





Environmental Code of Practice





Environmental Strategies





Catchment








PAGE  

