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17 May 1999

Report to Wellington Regional Council

From:  Stuart Macaskill, Chairman

Chairman’s Report (Supplementary)
5.
Regional Tertiary Hospital
On 17 May I facilitated a further meeting of Regional Mayors and MPs on the siting of the Regional Hospital.  We were fortunate to have the Minister of Health, Hon Wyatt Creech, attend the meeting and announce the process for making the decision on the new Regional Hospital.  The Minister announced that a within a month a discussion document would be released containing the Ministry of Health’s technical advice on the best health solution for the area the new hospital will serve.  Interested parties will then be invited to make submissions.  It is anticipated that the Government will take a decision in August.  The Minister indicated that his current technical advice is that there are considerable infrastructural and other support reasons for locating the hospital in Newtown. 


Mr Creech’s speech notes are attached (Appendix 4)

6A.
Meeting with Iwi 14/5/99

I attach a statement (Appendix 5) from Rupene Waaka outlining the significance of the date of Friday’s meeting with Iwi of the Region.


My feeling is that the meeting went very well.  As a Council we need to consider carefully the model that was presented to us.  It is my expectation that we will visit every iwi in the Region and listen to what each has to say before we make any decisions.  Finding a workable solution will be a challenge.


I hope Councillors will accompany me on our other visits.  Being on the marae adds a special meaning to our meeting and, hopefully will help us pakeha develop a greater understanding of Maori culture.  Undoubtedly the meeting of two cultures has its difficulties - but it also has great benefits.
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Finally, one of the Iwi representatives (inadvertently) took the opportunity to step into my shoes on Friday (and left me in my socks).  I understand that the comment was made that the Chairman’s shoes were none too comfortable.  I was none too comfortable without them.

STUART MACASKILL

Chairman

Attachments –
Appendix 4 : Speech notes Hon Wyatt Creech.

Appendix 5: Statement from Rupene Waaka.

