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Report 99.283

31 May 1999

File:  WAR 990026

Report to the Rural Services and Wairarapa Committee

from Ian Gunn, Manager, Operations

Resource Consent Application WAR 990026 – Gravel Extraction from the Ruamahanga River System

1. Purpose 

To update the Committee on the granting and the conditions applied to the above resource consent by the Hearings Commissioners.

2. Background

The Operations Department applied for a 15 year consent to extract gravel from the Ruamahanga River system earlier this year.

The decision granting the consent was received 31 May 1999, and is attached.

There was little comment on the environmental effects of gravel extraction during the consent hearing.  The Hearing Commissioners report focuses primarily on “Iwi matters”.   It does not recognise that the “environmental effects” of gravel extraction had been agreed by all the various parties prior to the hearing.  This aspect is disappointing.

3. Conditions

Specific conditions on Iwi matters are as follows –

“3(a)
Development of joint protocols.


Within 12 months of the date of commencement of this consent, the consent holder shall draft protocols in partnership with Ngati Kahungunu Ki Wairarapa and Rangitaane O Wairarapa, and also in consultation with the Manager, Planning & Resources, Wellington Regional Council.  These protocols shall include, but not be limited to;

· providing for the exercising of kaitiaki duties      …
(guard, caretaker, manager, trustee)
· rahui





…
(prohibitive entry)
· archaeological sites/waahi tapu


…
(cemetery)
· taonga raranga and mahinga mataitai                 …
(flax, weaving products and food gathering area)
The consent shall be exercised in accordance with those protocols that are agreed to by all parties”.

A copy of any shared protocols shall be submitted to the Manager, Planning & Resources, Wellington Regional Council, as soon as is practicable.  


This condition on first reading gives;

· no certainty to the consent holder about what is required

· no recourse if the parties don’t agree

· no ability to extend the time period if more time is required

At the hearing it was agreed that a protocol and procedures for taonga raranga and mahinga mataitai would be developed.  Rangitaane O Wairarapa were working to develop this.   The Operations Department accepted this and contrary to the Hearing Commissioners report, did not require the Iwi to develop protocols themselves.  Rangitaane O Wairarapa offered to develop the protocols and the Operations Department were keen to be part of the process.

There is also a requirement to update the waahi tapu sites on the Ruamahanga River system.   This will be done.   No significant waahi tapu issues have ever been raised as a result of gravel extraction in the time I have been involved with resource consent matters.

4. Comment

Condition 3(a) has wide ramifications for the Council’s ‘modus operandii’. Staff require guidance about;

· whether these time lines are appropriate

· the attitude of Ara Tahi to this issue

· what Councillors believe is appropriate

The consent conditions can be appealed.  An appeal would have to be lodged by 22 June 1999 with the Environment Court.  

5. Conclusion

The Council needs to consider carefully the implications of condition 3(a) of resource consent WAR 990026.  It needs to consider the impact of this condition on its current ‘modus operandii’ and how it wishes to work with the Wellington region’s Iwi in the long term.

6. Recommendation

That the report be received.
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