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 fillin “Name of Report 
1.
Purpose
To update the Committee on recent developments and work in progress in the Public Transport Department.

2.
Total Mobility

Our initial allocation of Total Mobility funding for the new financial year will be as follows:


1999/2000 

Allocation of Budget
1998/99 

Actual Expenditure



Blue Vouchers (dependent)
$170,000
$165,000



Pink Vouchers (independent)


$804,000
$710,000



Wheelchair Hoists and 

Van Modifications


$76,000
$63,000

Totals
$1,050,000
$938,000



The wheelchair hoist and van modifications allocation is made on the basis of bids received from taxi companies at the beginning of each financial year.  Bids received this year totalled $124,007.  Further allocations may be able to be made later in the year if voucher expenditure is less than budget.

The fraud case reported to the Committee’s last meeting was resolved recently when a taxi driver with multiple sclerosis was given six months periodic detention and ordered to pay $3000 reparation after he pleaded guilty to using Total Mobility taxi vouchers with the intent to defraud. 

Pleasingly, this received coverage in the Dominion, thereby helping to send the message to users that fraudulent use of the scheme is likely to be detected.

3.
Services Issues

3.1
Campus Connection

…

A copy of the latest Campus Connection timetable is attached, showing the extra services which have been added in the morning peak to cater for demand.

3.2
After Midnight Services

Patronage on the After Midnight bus services has developed as shown in the following table:

Weekend
Passengers 
on N1:
Passengers on N2:
Passengers on N3:
Total Pax Carried
Ave. Pax

Per Trip
Subsidy per Pax


Island Bay Lyall Bay Kilbirnie Strathmore Miramar
Kelburn
Northland
Karori
Wadestown
Ngaio

Khandallah
Johnsonville
Newlands

18 trips per  weekend


May







15, 16

134
50
23
207
12
$4.71

22, 23 

96
73
49
218
12
$4.37

29, 30 

104
74
74
252
14
$3.37

June







5, 6 

126
56
53
235
13
$3.90

12, 13 

103
67
104
274
15
$2.89

19, 20 

116
91
81
288
16
$2.62

26, 27 

141
120
97
358
20
$1.59

July







3, 4 

75
63
65
203
11
$4.82

10,11 

112
86
80
278
15
$2.85

17, 18 

102
82
66
250
14
$3.42

24, 25

109
97
108
314
17
$2.19

31, 1

August
107


103


67


277


15


$2.82

August







7, 8 

114
85
87
286
16
$2.67

14, 15 

109
110
85
304
17
$2.34

21, 22 

111
113
141
365
20
$1.54

Because the contract for the service is a gross one (as required in the case of trial services), the Council is getting the direct benefit of each extra passenger carried.  

3.3
New Year Services

Instead of the “normal” After Midnight service operating in the first few hours of 2000, it is intended that free services will be operated by Stagecoach Wellington on several main routes between midnight and the start of normal services on New Year’s Day.  The cost of these services will amount to a contribution from the Council towards the Millennium celebrations.  
3.4
Hutt Valley Service Withdrawals

…

Attached is a notice handed out to passengers to announce the withdrawal of the Upper Hutt North Homelink service, which has operated since June 1997.  

3.5
Belmont Off-peak

…

Also attached is a notice distributed to residents advising withdrawal of the interpeak services to and from Hill Road and Park Road, Belmont.  Senior passengers inconvenienced by the withdrawal of this service will be eligible for Taxi Fair assistance.

4.
Ray Narain

Members of the Committee will have been saddened to hear that Ray Narain, who founded Newlands Coach Service, died suddenly on 13 July.

5.
Recommendations
That the report be received and the information noted.
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