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Report to the Landcare Committee

from Ross Jackson, Project Liaison Officer and Rose Armstrong, Consultant Landscape Architect

Planting Concept Plan : Battle Hill Farm Forest Park - Western Zone

1.
Purpose 


To inform the Committee of progress on the Concept Plan being developed for the area of Battle Hill Farm Forest Park west of Transmission Gully, and to get feedback from Councillors on our ideas for the Plan. 

2.
Why Are We Preparing a Concept Plan? 


When the Battle Hill property was purchased by the Regional Council in the 1980s, extensive research was undertaken on the property, including public consultation, with the aim of producing a Concept Plan for future development of the Farm Forest Park.  The information collected was complex, and although several concept sketches were produced, these were not translated into workable plans.  


Since purchasing the property, the Council has concentrated on restoring the historic homestead and associated farm buildings, and developing the Ken Gray Education Centre.  Our work has identified the need to ensure that work done now contributes to the future objectives and purposes of the Park.  Dead trees from around the woolshed need to be replaced; work on fencing repair and replacement is on-going, and recently groups, from both within and outside the Council, have approached the Battle Hill Ranger to become involved in educational planting projects (this was the subject of a separate report at the last Landcare Committee meeting, Report 99.562).


The Concept Plan we are now developing will integrate the various activities and focuses of the Farm Forest Park, and co-ordinate day-to-day work towards one plan; providing an over-all long-term goal for the property, to be developed over time.  We anticipate that this will not involve additional costs in the short-term, as the concept plan is designed to provide a plan for existing work, (e.g., fencing and school planting).  It will also act as a basis for putting up additional environmental and educational projects for future reviews of the Long-term Financial Strategy.
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The Concept Plan is required under the Battle Hill Farm Forest Park Management Plan. 

3.
Concept Plan : Specific Proposals

(Our conceptual ideas for the Plan are attached as Appendix 1).


The western area of Battle Hill Farm Forest Park is leased to a local farmer for grazing as a run-off block.  Essentially a land management tool, the grazing maintains the traditional character of the farm, and means that the Council does not need to manage stock itself.  Therefore, the needs of the farmer should be considered as part of the Concept Plan.  Specific proposals being considered in the Concept Plan include: 


(
replacing trees in the Homestead and farm building area, where historic colonial plantings have died and been removed.  This includes planting to anticipate the removal of any further dangerous or dying trees in the future;   


(
creating an “education zone” on the farm, in an area radiating out from the Ken Gray Education Centre.  The zone provides a concentration of different activities for education purposes - a classroom in the field;


(
woodlot planting in areas across the farm, for soil stabilisation, shelter, recreation, aesthetic and economic purposes, as well as education purposes within the “education zone”.  The woodlots could also have practical purposes for the Farm/Park, such as providing rails for horse jumps, and posts for fences in line with some of the old farming practices;


(
creating two large wetland and streamside planting areas, including an area of wetland to be made available for cultural harvesting purposes;


(
extending the existing bush reserve to include the two springs on the farm, with the area around the springs fenced off and planted (or allowed to regenerate) in native vegetation; 


(
extensive tree planting to create a buffer between the planned State Highway One Transmission Gully route and the Farm/Park.  This could include both native and exotic species.  Exotic species are often easier to integrate with grazing;


(
a possible Millennium community tree-planting project.  The Council has been approached by a group proposing a Millennium community planting project at Battle Hill.  The project is being promoted by Ngati Toa elder Sam Rei and Pukerua Bay resident Dr Tony Jackman.  Dr Jackman was involved in initial land planning on the Battle Hill property 10 years ago.  He is now in semi-retirement and giving his time to pursue the project.  (See separate report on this Order Paper on Community Tree Planting Proposal.)
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4.
How Do These Proposals Link into Wider Council Objectives?


The ideas in the Concept Plan would provide a number of opportunities to act on key Council objectives.  Projects on the Farm Forest Park could promote environmental education, biodiversity, community connections, iwi partnerships, and would contribute to the implementation of the Regional Policy Statement.  


A number of divisions across the Council have an interest in the Battle Hill property, and development of the Concept Plan is very much an inter-departmental project.  To date the work has involved Regional Parks, Natural Forestry, Resource Policy, and the Wairarapa Division.   


(
Environmental Education



Battle Hill Farm Forest Park provides numerous opportunities for environmental education including wildlife habitat creation and corridor improvement, water and soil management, and land stabilisation.  Promoting environmental education on the Battle Hill property would involve the active participation of school groups in planting projects, fitting in with Council strategy to educate through “doing” rather than “telling”.  WRC would also set up demonstration areas, for environmental education targeting the farming community. 



The Battle Hill property could also link with one or more of the Environmental Trails being promoted as part of the Environmental Education and Communication Strategy.  Much of the core infrastructure needed for the Park’s involvement in a Trail is already in place:



-
the Park Ranger already runs community and education programmes;



-
the Ken Gray Education Centre provides a venue;



-
in the Park there is opportunity to demonstrate a wide variety of land uses, practices and environmental values within a compact area, and;



-
there are opportunities to interpret and educate on the interesting history of the area;



-
current rip strip being planted for educational purpose to demonstrate what to plant and how.


(
Biodiversity



The riparian and wetland planting proposed in the plan, and the proposal to extend the bush reserve, would increase indigenous plant, wildlife and habitat biodiversity on the property. 



The existing bush reserve is a Key Native Ecosystem under the Council’s Regional Pest Management Strategy, and in the scoring system used by the Council, ranks moderately high in terms of Key Native Ecosystems on Council lands.  It would therefore provide a focus for any work to maintain or enhance biodiversity on the Battle Hill property.  The bush reserve also provides good opportunities for biodiversity research and study, due to permanent forest health monitoring study plots already set up within the area.    
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Wetlands are one of the more threatened ecosystems in New Zealand.  Creating new wetlands at Battle Hill and in other Regional Parks may help redress this in the Wellington Region.  Riparian planting contributes to biodiversity through enhanced river ecosystems and water quality.  The streams in Battle Hill flow into the Pauatahanui Inlet - an area identified by the Environmental Division as an important tidal ecosystem.  Planting out streams and wet areas on the property will result in improved water quality and habitat on the property, and improved ecosystem links to Pauatahanui Inlet.   


(
Community Connection and Iwi Partnerships



Plans to promote environmental education and run educational programmes at Battle Hill would strengthen the connection between Battle Hill and its local communities.  Schools already use existing education facilities at Battle Hill.  Further education opportunities at Battle Hill would strengthen and enhance existing ties, while attracting new groups and more frequent visits. 



We are also considering developing of an area of wetland to be set aside for cultural harvesting (e.g., of flax) by iwi.  This is being discussed with Ngati Toa elder Sam Rei, alongside our work with him on the possible Millennium planting project.



The Millennium tree-planting project is also being proposed as a community project for Battle Hill and other parks.  Ideas for the project include the planting of “family” trees, where each tree could have a small identification tag for families to identify their tree, and follow its growth over the years.  Such a “family forest” development could generate a strong sense of community ownership of Battle Hill.  Discussions on funding from territorial authorities and philanthropic organisations to enable the project to proceed is currently taking place and is reported separately. 


(
RPS Implementation



Ninety percent of the area of wetlands that existed in the Wellington Region as recently as 1840 no longer exist.  Consequently, the Council has taken a strong stand on managing and protecting remaining wetlands in its Regional Policy Statement.  To foster better management of wetlands, through education and to protect a valuable wetland on Council land, it is proposed that the major wetland at Battle Hill be restored.  Funding for this is currently being discussed as part of the Long-term Financial Strategy.



The re-establishment of tracts of wetland and riparian planting under the Concept Plan being developed would increase the area and quality of indigenous ecosystems in the Region (RPS Ecosystem Objective 3), and contribute to enhancing and maintaining the Region’s indigenous biodiversity (RPS Ecosystem Objective 4). 



It would also improve functions and link between ecosystem components (RPS Ecosystem Objective 1) through contributing to the restoration of the health of the Pauatahanui inlet.  This provides good opportunities to link proposals in this Concept Plan into existing ecosystem management work being done by the Council.
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Developments under the Concept Plan would also be in line with Method 13 of the RPS Ecosystem Objectives, which relates to the Council acting responsibly with regard to ecosystems and management of its own land.

5.
What are Battle Hill’s Signature Values, and How Will they be Affected?


Under the Signature values system, Battle Hill Farm Forest Park currently scores highly in Recreation Values, highly in Heritage Values, and moderately in Environmental Values (see Attachment 2).


The proposals being developed in the Concept Plan would improve scoring for the Battle Hill property in each of the Signature values.  Most improvement would probably be recorded in Environmental Values, although improvements in Recreation Values (which includes “importance for education” under the scoring system), could also be significant.   

6.
So Where To From Here?


A small workshop was held recently between interested divisions of the Council to discuss the broad concepts proposed for Battle Hill.  The workshop went very well.  Regional Parks staff will now be working to incorporate comment from the workshop into the Concept Plan, and refine proposals in more detail for subsequent approval.  The following areas have been identified as priority areas for continuing work:


(1)
Education Zone.


(2)
Millennium Planting Project.


(3)
Replacement of colonial plantings.

7.
Communications


The development of this Concept Plan for Battle Hill Farm Forest Park, west of Transmission Gully, is still at an early stage.  Communication and consultation on proposals for the property to the wider public will be more appropriate at a later stage.  

8.
Recommendation



That the Committee receives the report and notes its contents.  

Report prepared by:

Approved for Submission:

ROSS JACKSON


SUSAN EDWARDS

Project Liaison Officer

Manager, Regional Parks (Strategy & Marketing)
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ROSE ARMSTRONG

ANDREW ANNAKIN

Consultant Landscape Architect
Divisional Manager, Landcare

Supported by:

GEOFF SKENE


DAVE CAMERON

Manager Environment Co-ordination
Regional Soil Conservator

Attachment 1 : Preliminary Concept Plan

Attachment 2 : Battle Hill Farm Forest Park Signature Values

