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Record of the Meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee held in the Wellington Regional Council Chamber, The Regional Council Centre, 142-146 Wakefield Street, Wellington on Thursday, 18 March 1999 at 9.30am
Matters for Council Decision are shown in bold type and enclosed in a box.

Matters for Information of Council are in italic type.

Present
Councillors Macaskill (Chairperson), Allen, Bonner, Buchanan, Gibson, Laidlaw, Long, McDavitt, McQueen, Shaw, Shields, Thomas, Turver and Werry

Officers Present
Messrs Allard, Annakin, Benham, Darroch, Laplanche, Maguire, Saywell, Schollum, Stone, Wright and Drs Bradbury and Watson

Public Business
Procedural Items

P&F 42
Apologies






Resolved

(Cr McQueen/Cr Long)


That Councillor Allen’s apology for lateness be confirmed.



Councillor Allen arrived at 9.50am.



P&F 43
Public Participation





Max Shierlaw, Finance Spokesperson, City Vision Terris’ Team





Mr Shierlaw said that City Vision was a Lower Hutt based ratepayer group, which contested last year’s Hutt City Council and Wellington Regional Council elections.   Its main election platform was the goal of rates reductions.





Mr Shierlaw said that the Policy and Finance Committee on 3 March 1998 resolved that every endeavour will be made to achieve a nil rate increase when finalising the 1999/2000 Annual Plan.   Mr Shierlaw noted that it appeared that Council were now proposing a 1.7% rates increase.





Mr Shierlaw said that the Regional Council should reaffirm its decision taken on 3 March 1998 that a nil rate increase funded by identifying additional savings and efficiencies within the Council should be approved.





Members asked questions of Mr Shierlaw.





The Chairperson stressed that the Wellington Regional Council had a very sound record of rate reduction since 1990/91 and presented Mr Shierlaw with a copy of the Council’s “Financial Credentials” and advised him that the document of 3 March 1998, from which Mr Shierlaw had quoted in his representations, was now out of date.   This was particularly so in view of the financial implications of the recent floods. 





The Chairperson said that after today’s meeting the Draft Annual Plan would be presented to the regional community for comment.   





The Chairperson concluded that while City Vision were entitled to the view of a nil rate increase other community groups could well request the Council to take on board additional responsibilities which could result in a small increase in the regional rate.   Council will listen to all representations from the community before making a final decision.

Matters for Consideration

P&F 44
Reports of Committees:  Operating Plans 1999-2007


(1)
Policy and Finance Subcommittee – 18 February 1999

Report 99.91
File: E/6/1/3

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Shields/Cr McQueen)





That the report of the meeting of the Policy and Finance Subcommittee held on 18 February 1999, Items P&FS/C 29 to P&FS/C 36 inclusive, and the recommendations contained therein, be adopted.



(2) Passenger Transport – 23 February 1999


Report 99.61
File: E/6/8/2

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr McDavitt/Cr Turver)





That the report of the special meeting of the Passenger Transport Committee held on 23 February 1999, Items PT 17 to PT 20, and the recommendations contained therein, be adopted.




(3)
Utility Services – 24 February 1999

Report 99.88
File: E/6/17/2

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr McQueen/Cr Thomas)





That the report of the special meeting of the Utility Services Committee held on 24 February 1999, Items US 24 to US 29, and the recommendations contained therein, be adopted.




(4)
Rural Services and Wairarapa – 25 February 1999

Report 99.69
File: E/6/12/1

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Long/Cr Buchanan)





That the report of the special meeting of the Rural Services and Wairarapa Committee held on 25 February 1999, Items RSW 23 to RSW 26 inclusive, and the recommendation contained therein, be adopted.




(5)
Landcare – 26 February 1999

Report 99.70
File: E/6/16/2

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Werry/Cr Bonner)





That the report of the special meeting of the Landcare Committee held on 26 February 1999, Items LC 31 to LC 36 inclusive, and the recommendations contained therein, be adopted.




(6)
Environment – 1 March 1999

Report 99.87
File: E/6/18/2

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Buchanan/Cr Gibson)





That the report of the special meeting of the Environment Committee held on 1 March 1999, Items E 43 to E 46 inclusive, and the recommendations contained therein, be adopted.



P&F 45
Environment Education Initiative


Report 99.120
File: ENV/8/1/1

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Buchanan/Cr Shields)





That Council provides an additional $100,000 in the 1999/2000 Annual Plan to employ an environment education co-ordinator to develop the Council’s environment education initiative.



P&F 46
Background Information on the Current Relationship between Iwi and the Council


Report 99.121
File: X/16/1/1

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Buchanan/Cr Turver)





That Council provides an additional $100,000 to the 1999/00 Annual Plan and Budget for Iwi participation.



P&F 47
Long-Term Financial Strategy 1997-2007:  1999 Update – Finalisation of 1999/00 Rate and Levies


(1)
Wellington Metropolitan Bulk Water Supply

Report 99.99
File: G/4/1/2

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr McQueen/Cr Shaw)




(1)
That the report be received and the contents noted.



(2)
That the bulk water levy for 1999/00 remain at the same level as the 1998/99 financial year.



(3)
That the Proposed Long-Term Financial Strategy for Wholesale Water Supply incorporating the 1999/00 Proposed Annual Plan be approved for inclusion within Facing the Future 1997-2007:  1999 update.



(4) 
That Council immediately discuss, with the four City Council customers, the issues associated with setting the levy.




(2)
Report of Chief Financial Officer

Report 99.123
File: G/4/1/10

Resolved to Recommend
(Chairperson/Cr McQueen)




(1)
That the report be received and the contents noted.



(2)
That it be recommended to Council that an increase of 1.8% be accepted as the preferred level of regional rates and that the Pest and Scheme rates as set out in Report 99.123 be confirmed for the purposes of finalising the 1999/00 Proposed Annual Plan.




Councillor Thomas dissented.

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr McDavitt/Cr Turver)





That the current Wellington Region Total Mobility Scheme be retained and funded for the remainder of the current financial year and for the 1999/2000 financial year, by adjusting the 1998/99 provision for Total Mobility grants and subsidies from $840,000 to $950,000 with a corresponding impact on the end of the year transport reserve position and by including in the Draft 1999/2000 Annual Plan a sum of $1,050,000 – an increase of $210,000 over the current draft budget for 1999/2000 budget – with an impact of $126,000 on the Transport Rate.



P&F 48
1999 Valuation Equalisation


Report 99.126
File: G/6/1/1

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr McQueen/Cr Shields)





That the report be received and the information noted.



P&F 49
Port Wellington Ltd – Half Year Report


Report 99.119
File: CFO/21/3/1

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr Buchanan/Cr Shields)





That the report be received and the contents noted.



P&F 50
General


Cost of State Highway 1 Upgrade Similar to Transmission Gully

Councillor Buchanan said an article in that morning’s “Dominion” quoted the Wellington Regional Council that the cost of building Transmission Gully or upgrading State Highway 1 show that Transmission Gully will cost around $245 million and the upgrade of the State Highway 1 will cost at least $200 million.   Councillor Buchanan asked for clarification of these figures.

Councillor McDavitt said that the cost of upgrading the existing State Highway 1 route out of Wellington between the Paremata roundabout and McKays Crossing would be similar to the cost of building the proposed new Transmission Gully route.   Councillor McDavitt said that the cost of a full upgrade of State Highway 1 for about $200 million provided for Transit New Zealand’s current proposal for the Mana section, the rural section (Plimmerton to Pukerua Bay) and the Pukerua bypass.   It also included four lanes from the base of the northern slope of the hill at Pukerua Bay to McKays Crossing.


Councillor McDavitt concluded that recent work on a review of the Regional Land Transport Strategy, to be released in May, confirms the costs as set out in the “Dominion”.

P&F 51
Exclusion of the Public


Resolved
(Chairperson/Cr Werry)


That the public be excluded from the following part of the proceedings of this meeting namely: 





Report of the public excluded part of the Utility Services Committee meeting held on 24 February 1999.





(1) Water Group:  Proposed Operating Plans 1999-2007

(2)
Plantation Forestry:  Proposed Operating Plans 1999-2007




The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reasons for passing this resolution in relation to each matter and the specific grounds under section 48(1) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows:







General subject of each matter to be considered:
Reason for passing this resolution in relation to each
Ground under section 48(1) for the passing of this resolution






(1) Water Group:  Proposed Operating Plans 1999-2007


Because of the need to carry on commercial negotiations.
That the public conduct of the whole or the relevant part of the proceeding of the meeting would be likely to result in the disclosure of information for which good reason for withholding would exist (ie  to carry on commercial negotiations).







(2) Plantation Forestry:  Proposed Operating Plans 1999-2007


Because of the need to carry on commercial negotiations.
That the public conduct of the whole or the relevant part of the proceeding of the meeting would be likely to result in the disclosure of information for which good reason for withholding would exist (ie  to carry on commercial negotiations).




The meeting closed at 11.55am.

Cr S A MACASKILL

Chairperson

Date:

Public Excluded


Report PE99.139


18 March 1999


File:  E/6/17/2
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Record of the Public Excluded Part of the Meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee held in the Wellington Regional Council Chamber, The Regional Council Centre, 142-146 Wakefield Street, Wellington on Thursday, 18 March 1999 at 11.55am
Matters for Council Decision are shown in bold type and enclosed in a box.

Matters for Information of Council are in italic type.

Present

Councillors Macaskill (Chairperson), Allen, Bonner, Buchanan, Laidlaw, Long, McDavitt, McQueen, Shaw, Shields, Thomas, Turver and Werry

Officers Present
Messrs Allard, Annakin, Benham, Darroch, Laplanche, Maguire, Saywell, Schollum, Stone, Wright and Drs Bradbury and Watson

Public Business
Procedural Items

PEP&F 5
Apologies


Resolved
(Chairperson/Cr Shields)



That the apology from Councillor Gibson be confirmed.

Matters for Consideration

PEP&F 6
Operating Plans 1999-2007

Utility Services – 24 February 1999


Report PE99.89
File:  E/6/17/2

Resolved to Recommend
(Cr McQueen./Cr Thomas)


That the public excluded report of the meeting of the Utility Services Committee held on 24 February 1999, Items PE US8 to PE US10, and the recommendations contained therein, be adopted.



The public excluded part of the meeting concluded at 11.56am.

STUART MACASKILL

Chairperson

Date:




